
O
r
O
N

c")
N
G)
c
f-

i
o_
(IJ
L.
o)
o
q)
F
C'
J
c
a(It
z

Vangie Collins works on glass beads in her studio at Nashua home in her basement Tuesday afternoon. Collins cre-
ates keepsakes with cremation ash inside called cremation jewelry. The customer gives her a small amount of their
beloved pet or family member's ash, and she works it into a glass piece of jewelry so that the customer can have a piece
of their loved one with them always. Collins donates 5 percent of each sale to The Nashua Humane Society.

Beaury and the Beads
Nashua artist morphs memories with glass
By GE0RGE PELLETIER
Correspondent

Vangie Collins always admired glass
beads and jewelry.

And when she lost her beloved
Schnauzer mix, Rudy, in 2001, she was
asked by a fellow-animal-loving owner
if she could incorporate the pet's re-
mains into a glass memorial bead.

"My answer was yes," said Collins,
from her south Nashua home. 'I did
some investigating and some research
online, and I decided to experiment.
And it just so happened that I had a
small amount of remains from when
my dog Rudy passed away in 2001. So
the first cremation bead that I made
was my own. It was a very moving ex-
perience for me."

Collins said that it was unlike any-
thing that she had ever done.

"ft was something so special, so it
went from there and I started showing
some of my Rudy beads at shows, and
one thing led to another and I'm now
making my own cremation beads."

The public response was phenom-
enal.

"People were fascinated, like'Wow!,
are you kidding?"'said Collins.

The next step involved taking a class
in glass framervork. a course that her
husband Jack embraced, as he wished
to help Vangie navigate her art and out-
line her in-home studio.

"He was great," she shared. "I had
no experience blowing glass. I did take
a class in Manchester with Queen City
Lampworks - I don't believe that they
are there any longer. So I took this be-
ginners'class, and I knew I wanted
to do this. My husband was gracious
enough to go along with me so he could
build me a workshop."

For Collins, her bliss in her art is two-
fold.

"These people have such a memory
of a beloved pet, or even a human one,
and that elicits a response. But the sec-
ond reaction, it when they get the bead,
with their loved one's bit of remains.
And that brings tears of joy."

Collins said that the mqlority of
people that buy a bead with their loved
one's remains are typically pet lovers,

but there are those who wish to have
their human loved ones close to their
heart as well.

"That's what really matters to most
of us," she said. "Pets do equal uncondi-
tional love, but there are lots of humans
that still want to feel the presence of
their families in their heart."

The art is in the glass, Collins said.
Aesthetically, she can make the orbs
large or small, dark or light, with solid
colors or a mix of colors. Pink, blue, any
hue, is up to the customer'.

"The pendant itself is reaily, beauti-
fully subtle," she said. "Some people
want to see a lot of what's inside; some
want to see a little or others just want
to knorv that the remains are in it so I
can create a bead to anyone's desire.
Pink, blue, whatever. I can do that. It's
all about making the customer happy."

The process sounds complicated, but
the artist says it's quite simple.

"The beads are created with a very
hot flame with propane oxygen, and
the melting of the glass takes about an

hour. When that is completed, I put the
bead into a kiln at 1,000 degrees. Inter-
estingly enough, the beads are very du-
rable."

Pendants or key chain beads range in
price from $85-$120.

"It's a finished piece of jewelry with
sterling silver. But I can also do pen-
dants suited for a leather necklace."

Ultimately, Collins said she's happy
to see her pendants near the heart, and
not just sitting in a box on a shelf.

"I surely didn't invent this idea, but
I'm glad that I have my own way of
doing it," she said. "For me, this is a
beautiful expression that's near to you.
It's a reminder of the great moments
and memories. Every time I touch that
bead; it's a positive thought. You don't
think about when you're pet was behav-
ing. It's just a warm way to display it
and the response has been overwhelm-
ingly response. I think it makes everly-
one involved very happy."

To contact Vangie Collins:
vclampwork@comcast.net.

A small collection of non-cremation jewelry sits on Collins' countertop at her
Nashua home.
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